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Editorial Comment

"HE THINKS TOO MUCH--SUCH MEN ARE DANGERQUS"

.+.50 said Will Shakespeare of a sinister character
called Cassius, who had "a lean and hungry look," and
an unholy ambition. These words are also aptly
applied to us twentieth-century types who think too
much about things unrelated to what we're doing at
the moment, and who are therefore dangerous to our-
selves and to others

"I didn't think." This is what many people blurt
when they get themselves fractured. But most of them
probably were thinking--too widely, too freely, too
far afield from their activity at the moment of
injury.

If we could only lock our minds onto our work, we
would consistently turn out the very best we are
capable of doing. Our performance would be injury-
free, damage-free, defect-free. But the trouble is,
our mental doors tend to swing ajar as we work along,
or drive along. First thing we know, our thoughts
have led us back to last night's split at the bowling
alley, or ahead to next weekend's joyful jaunt, or to
a frustrated fretting about that problem teen-ager of
ours. That's when we think too much, and are danger-
ous!

We can't shut off our minds any more than we can shut
off the inhale-exhale process, but most of us can
concentrate on our activity with reasonable consist-
ency, if we try hard enough. It takes high-octane
will power, but we can avoid that dangerour

will power, but we can avoid that dangerous drift
into daydreams.

It takes honest sweat to concentrate steadily on what
we are doing...but we can. We MUST! Because if we
think too much about too-distant things, we might t
think ourselves into no thought...no action...no
anything!
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HAVE RECORDS
WILL COLLECT

By Sara Millar

"Record collecting offers more than coin or stamp or
anyother collecting. With records, you have the value
of the records themselves plus the pleasure of the
music." That's the way Bob Pinson sums up his inter-
esting and unusual hobby.

Bob, who is production control supervisor for Memorex,
started his interest in "hillbilly" music when quite
young. He was born in Wichita Falls, Texas of a
music loving family. His mother's family were especi-
ally musical and young Bob enjoyed visiting them in
Wills Point where various uncles and cousins played
the fiddle, guitar and piano. Bob could'nt play an
instrument, but he sure cound sing!

He started buying records when he was 11 years old
and now has over 9,000. About half of these were
made prior to World War 11 and some are older then
1922. His collection also includes song books and
taped interviews with old time recording artists.
Most of these people are not professionals in the us-
ual sense but are just farmers who like to sign and
play. Many of the records made before the War were
lost when old records became part of the "war effort",
so collectors such as Bob are trying to re-record
these people while they are still available.

When asked for a definition of hillbilly music, Bob
explained that it included cowboy, mountain and bits
of Irish and Scottish folk music. He added that mod-
ern '"protest songs" are too political to be included
in this group.

Because of his deep interest in American Folk musiec,
Bob had the honor of serving on the board of advisors
of the John Edwards Memorial Foundation which has its
headquarters at U.C.L.A. Mr. Edwards, who died in
1960, was an Austrialian who devoted much of his life
to the study of recorded folk music from the period
1923-1941. Though he never visited the United States,
through correspondence with artists and fellow enthu-
siasts he amassed an important body of material in
this field of study. Bob Pinson was one of his cor-
respondents and because of this was asked to serve
along with such well known men as Earl Scruggs (of
Blue Grass fame), Merle Travis, Charles and Michael
Seeger. The foundation has its own archives and re-
search facility located on the campus at U.C.L.A.

Like all hobby enthusiast, Bob would be happy to hear
from anyone who is interested in his unusual collec-
tion. He might even put you on his mail order auction
list!






